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Greetings from Oakland City University!
I am excited that you want to learn more about OCU. This viewbook 
hopes to introduce you to our campus, programs and people.  I hope 
you will take the time to investigate and discover the educational, 
spiritual, and social opportunities available at Oakland City University.

As President of Oakland City University, I want to share with you three 
commitments we make to our students. 

First, we are committed to providing academic excellence. As an 
institution of higher learning, the essence of who we are is in the 
quality of education we deliver. Oakland City University seeks the 
highest-qualified professors who are leaders in their fields to teach our 
courses. To further demonstrate the quality of our academic offerings, 
Oakland City University continuously assesses our course offerings 
and obtains the most outstanding accreditations available.

Secondly, Oakland City University is committed to the spiritual 
formation of our students. Founded by the General Association of 
General Baptists in 1885, the University’s roots are enriched and well-
grounded in Christianity. We provide students with an environment 
conducive to spiritual growth and a support system which encourages 
students to live a life of Christian service in their chosen careers. 
Oakland City graduates are serving the world in a great variety of 
missional vocations.

Additionally, Oakland City University provides the practical 
experiences necessary for our graduates to be successful in the world 
of work. These practical experiences are provided through internships, 
mentoring programs, career counseling and onsite field experiences. 
Our students graduate with the knowledge, skills, and ethics to make 
a difference in the world.

If there is any additional information you need or if you would like 
to speak with a campus representative about how Oakland City 
University can be a part of your future, please contact us at  
800-737-5125. We want to help you achieve your educational goals.

Ray G. Barber, President 
Oakland City University

Welcome to Oakland City University!
Ever wonder why so many universities ask you to choose between scholarly knowledge 
and scriptural truth?  At Oakland City University we know your world view is more complex.  
Here you will enter to learn. Here you will integrate truth and knowledge.  And here you will 
discover opportunities to make a difference in the lives of those you love, in your community, 
and in the world.  We invite you to imagine yourself at Oakland City.



Aim Higher at OCU – Quick Facts 
Our mission statement: Oakland City University is a Christian faith-based 
learning community dedicated to the enhancement of intellectual, spiritual, 
physical and social development for positive leadership.

•  Founded by the General Association of General 
Baptists in 1885, the University’s roots are 
enriched and well-grounded in Christianity. 
OCU students live and learn in an environment 
conducive to spiritual growth.

•  Since 1992, more than 200 student athletes 
have been named Academic All-Americans and 
more than 50 First and Second Team “On Floor/
Field/Court” All-Americans have been selected.

•  Oakland City University continues to 
demonstrate leadership in the field of 
correctional education, as evidenced by our 
presence at the 71st Correctional Education 
Association (CEA) International Conference 
and Training Event held in Long Beach, 
California in 2016. 

•  Independent Colleges of Indiana: Oakland City 
University takes a different approach to higher 
education. At OCU, each student is treated as 
an individual, and bold, imaginative teaching 
and personal interaction between students 
and faculty remain fundamental objectives of 
the university. OCU considers the potential and 
personal goals of each student a top priority. 

•  Ours is a relational campus home to 
less than 1,000 FT undergraduates.

•  U.S. News and World Report ranks 
OCU #33 among regional colleges in 
the Midwest.

•  Accredited by the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools

•  The School of Education at Oakland 
City University is accredited by the 
National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE).

•  College Scorecard reports that OCU’s 
graduation rate is nearly 20% higher 
than the national average.

•  Niche – Oakland City University’s  
2015-16 Campus Crime Rate: 0.00%

•  Oakland City University has received 
specialized accreditation for its 
business programs through the 
International Assembly for Collegiate 
Business Education (IACBE)



Academic Majors

Art: Art and Technology

Art: Photography

Art: Graphic Design

Art: Web Design

Art: Digital Media

Biology: Biotechnology

Biology: Environmental Biology

Biology: Forensic Science

Biology: Human Biology

Biology: Life Science Education

Biology: Pre-Pharmacy 

Business Administration: 
Accounting

Business Administration:  
Criminal Justice

Business Administration:  
Human Resources Management

Business Administration: 
Management

Business Administration: 
Marketing

Business Administration:  
Sports Administration

Christian Studies:  

Christian Education

Christian Studies:  
Christian Missions

Christian Studies:  
Pastoral Ministry

Christian Studies: Pre-Seminary 

Christian Studies:  
Worship Leadership

Communications:  
Graphic Design

Communications: Journalism

Communications:  
Public Relations

Communications: Web Design

Criminal Justice

Early Childhood Education  
(Non Licensure)

Elementary Education

Elementary Education:  
Special Education, Mild 
Intervention

English

Health and Physical  
Education (Non-Teaching)

History

Humanities

Math: Science

Math: Business

Math: Science/Business

Music: General

Music: Performance  
and Pedagogy

Operations Management

Physical Education & Health: 
Teaching All Grade Levels

Psychology

Psychology:  
Addictions Counseling

Secondary Education: Biology

Secondary Education: Business

Secondary Education: English

Secondary Education: History

Secondary Education: 
Mathematics 

Special Education:  
Mild Intervention 

Worship Arts: Music

Worship Arts: Graphic Design

University Studies

At OCU we believe that the major you choose should provide you not only 
with strong foundational knowledge in your field but also introduce you 
to specialized areas that encourage you to pursue your passions while 
increasing your marketability after graduation.



Academics

Finding Your Purpose Through …   
Foundational Faith & Relational Academics
You shouldn’t feel like just a number in a classroom.   
At OCU, we believe that true education happens through 
relationships and is built on a foundation of faith.  No 
matter which degree option you pursue, you will find faculty 
members eager to invest in you to make your educational 
experience extraordinary.

Planning to pursue your Master’s or Doctorate Degree 
after you graduate?  Oakland City University offers 
Master’s, Doctorate and Professional Degrees in Business 
Administration, Christian Studies, and Education.

“I am a Worship Arts major studying to become a worship pastor.  Though 
it is really hard being almost four hours away from home, I absolutely love 
attending OCU.  I am very involved on campus, not only with my school work, 
but in a number of different capacities including: Student Ambassadors, 
Student Government, Drama Club, Choir, my work study position, and the Music 
department.  Being connected on campus is very important to me.  I love knowing 
that I am helping make Oakland City University an amazing school.”

— JENNIFER BROWN, WORSHIP ARTS MAJOR



Our Campus Community 
At Oakland City University we 
encourage you to participate in our 
student clubs and organizations, 
attend campus events, play an 
intramural or varsity sport, or 
create a club or activity that meets 
a new interest.  Why?  Quite simply 
because the relationships you build 
at OCU are an important part of 
your university experience. 

Student Organizations include:

Biology Club 
Business Club
Psychology Club
Da Capo
Drama Club
OCU Choir
OCU Collegian
Student Government Association
Admission Student Ambassadors
Photography Club
Music Ministry: Earthlight  
and The Great Command
Student Christian Association
Good News Players
Intramural Sports: Basketball, 
Softball, Volleyball, Dodgeball – 
PEP Band and more!

Remember you can always 
create a new student club  
or organization.



center spread

Residence Life 
More than half of our undergraduates choose to live on 
campus.  Here you will find both men’s and women’s 
residence halls, dining services, study spaces, green 
spaces, and places to relax and meet with your friends.

At Oakland City University we are committed to providing 
you with more than a place to sleep and eat.  We want to 
invite you to participate in events and programming that 
provide personal and professional growth opportunities. 
Our residence life staff support this objective by creating 
engaging activities and programs in each hall. At OCU, we 
are proud to say if you are living on campus, you’ll be living 
in a community you will value though out your college 
career and beyond.

Wondering about food services?  Our cafeteria features a 
wide array of healthy choice options for breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner.  Just in the mood for a burger and fries?  You 
can check out the options at The Oaks Café.  Craving a latte? 
Starbucks coffee is available at the Holy Grounds Café.  

Here’s a Oaktoberfest calendar of campus activities:

Monday, 7:00pm – 9:00pm – Flag football

Tuedsay, 8:00pm – 10:00pm – Best Cardboard Car Contest

Wednesday, 7:00pm – 9:00pm – Pumpkin Carving Contest

Thursday, 9:00pm – Costume Contest

Friday, 8:00pm – 10:00pm – PEP Rally & Bon Fire

Saturday, 12:00pm – 4:00pm  – OCU Carnival



Music
OCU has a heritage rich in music. 

For the past several decades, 

Earthlight has ministered through 

Southern Gospel music here on 

campus and in churches all over 

the US. In recent years, our music 

department formed a group 

called The Great Command, which 

ministers through contemporary 

Christian music. Both groups 

are made up of talented student 

singers and instrumentalists, and 

both offer music scholarships. If 

music ministry is your thing, these 

are opportunities you won’t want 

to miss out on!

Diversity
Students from all over the world 

have chosen OCU as their home 

away from home. With over ten 

different countries represented on 

campus each year, OCU is proud of 

the diversity of our student body. 

We believe learning is greatly 

enhanced within a multi-cultural 

setting, and we celebrate the 

international students that are 

part of our campus.



Athletics
Whether you are on the playing 
field, in the stands, or watching 
replays on YouTube, the Mighty 
Oaks are an important part of 
the OCU community.  Oakland 
City University’s Department of 
Athletics holds dual membership 
affiliation with the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) at the Division II level and 
the National Christian College 
Athletic Association (NCCAA) at the 
Division I level.

• Baseball

• Men’s Basketball

• Men’s Cross Country

• Men’s Golf

• Men’s Soccer

• Men’s Tennis

• Women’s Basketball

• Women’s Cross Country

• Women’s Golf

• Women’s Soccer

• Softball

• Women’s Tennis

• Volleyball

• Cheerleading

• Pep Band



Finding Your Purpose Through Service
Oakland City University is all about service.  You will discover it in our classrooms as 
our professors seek to educate through relationship.  You will discover it in our campus 
community as we seek to impact the culture around us.  You will discover it in our student 
body as we seek to transform the heartland, the nation, and the world.

Our service extends to many
OCU students are building homes as part of Gibson County’s Habitat for Humanity 
Program.  They are in Honduras caring for children at Faith Home orphanage.  At 
Oakland City University, we all are actively seeking opportunities to make a difference 
in the lives of other. Why?

As part of our mission, we believe it is vitally important that our institution bring the 
message of God’s love to others.  And it is not only our students who want to deliver 
that message.  Our faculty model their commitment to service through their active 
engagement in the education of Indiana prisoners.  Not just to provide a different way 
of living but to help people find the true meaning and purpose of life. To date, OCU 
faculty have educated more than 1,400 Indiana prisoners.

Chapel
Need some encouragement in the middle of your week?  Head over to Provance Memorial 
Chapel! Services are every Wednesday morning and they usually consist of student-led music 
and a message from either a Christian Studies professor on campus or the campus pastor.  
Our services occasionally feature The Good News Players (OCU Christian drama group), 
Earthlight, and The Great Command (two Christian music groups).  We won’t require you to 
attend chapel, but it’s a great opportunity for worship and fellowship within the Christian 
community here on campus.

Looking for more?  The 812 is our Wednesday night student-led worship service, which also 
takes place in the chapel.  With contemporary worship music and student testimonials,  
it’s an ideal way to get spiritually refueled each week!

“We want to provide 
an avenue where 
students can 
develop in their walk 
with Jesus Christ. 
At OCU, we want 
to empower our 
students to worship 
together and serve 
together in order to 
build His kingdom.”

— MARC GRIMES 
CAMPUS MINISTER



Next Steps
•  As soon as you complete your Application for Admission to OCU you should complete the 

FAFSA (Free Application for Student Aid).

• Remember to list OCU on your FAFSA. Our college ID is 001824.

•  Completing the FAFSA is fairly easy. Simply go to www.fafsa.gov and complete the application 
any time after Oct. 1st. The user-friendly application walks you through the process step-by-
step and tells you just what information is needed. If you hit a roadblock, our financial aid and 
admissions staff members are always available and happy to assist you.

•  You will use your 2015 tax returns, so no guessing is necessary when completing the FAFSA.   
In fact, you can use the IRS data-retrieval tool to directly import needed information into  
your FAFSA!

•  You’ll be asked for your FSA ID, which is needed to “sign” your FAFSA online.  
You can get your FAFSA ID online and it can be used each year, so keep it in a safe place.

•  Remember that you will need to complete the Application for Admission process in order to 
receive an official financial aid award.  So, don’t wait!  If you have not already done so, you can 
apply online at www.oak.edu.  If you have applied, please send us your high school transcripts 
as soon as possible.

Invest in Yourself
The investment you make in yourself and your Oakland City University education will pay a 
lifetime of benefits. Of course you know that college graduates earn, on average, more than 
$1 million more than students who complete only high school. But do know that that college 
graduates also report being healthier and happier than their high school graduate counterparts?

We are deliberate in helping you make your OCU investment a wise one.  For this reason we 
have kept our costs among the lowest independent college costs in Indiana.  An immediate and 
important savings to you and your family!  Just as importantly, Oakland City University has a 
variety of scholarship and grant programs for which you may qualify.

If you have not yet been informed of your eligibility to receive an Oakland City University Award, 
contact us right away at 800-737-5125!  We want to let you know about the types of aid for which 
you qualify!



Chicago

Indianapolis

Evansville

St. Louis

Cincinnati

Louisville

Nashville

Explore your new home
The best way to explore a university is by visiting the campus, 
and Oakland City University is no different. Whether you would 
like an individual tour or to come with a large group, you have 
the opportunity to tour the buildings, meet with a professor, sit 
in on a class, attend chapel, and dine on campus. Our beautiful 
campus combined with our friendly students, faculty, and staff 
will make you feel right at home.

Oakland City is set in Southwestern Indiana, centrally located 
between several metropolitan areas. Evansville is a half hour 
away while St. Louis, Indianapolis, Louisville, and Nashville are 
all under a three hour drive.

To schedule your visit, contact us at 812-749-4781 or  
800-737-5125. You can visit us at www.ocu.edu. 



138 NORTH LUCRETIA STREET   OAKLAND CITY, INDIANA 47660 
Phone 812-749-4781 or 800-737-5125   Fax: 812-749-1433

WWW.OAK.EDU   FACEBOOK/OCUMIGHTYOAKS


