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Overview
Nestled on a 524-acre wildlife and nature preserve, University of Houston-Clear Lake has become 

a cornerstone of higher education along the upper Gulf Coast of Texas. Since opening its doors in 

1974, the university has awarded more than 54,000 degrees. 

UH-Clear Lake emphasizes high academic standards through teaching, research and community 

service and delivers outstanding educational opportunities in a traditional classroom setting using 

the latest instructional technologies, as well as cutting-edge distance learning. 

The Schools of Business, Education, Human Sciences and Humanities, and Science and Computer 

Engineering offer bachelor’s degrees in 39 fields of study and master’s degrees in 45 fields of 

study. In 2007, the university began offering its first doctoral degree, the Doctor of Education in 

Educational Leadership.

In its short history, UHCL has earned a distinctive reputation as a community-minded, partnership-

oriented university. UHCL has developed partnerships with area businesses, organizations, schools 

and individuals that enhance the region’s educational, economic, cultural, scientific and professional 

environment. 

In 2007, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board approved creation of UHCL Pearland 

Campus. The new campus was developed as a partnership between UHCL and City of Pearland 

to provide further access to higher education for the Pearland area. Classes began at the satellite 

campus in fall 2010.

Extensive class offerings and programs attract more than 8,000 students to UHCL during the fall and 

spring semesters, with nearly half of those students enrolled in graduate study. 

As an upper-level (junior and senior) undergraduate and graduate university, UHCL has an adult 

student population with an average age of 31. More than 80 percent of its undergraduate student 

population transfers from local community colleges to attain bachelor’s degrees at UHCL. In fall 

2014, UHCL will welcome its first freshmen and sophomores to campus. 

Most students are Texas residents, and 64 percent of the student population is female. UHCL’s 

student population reflects a diverse mix of ethnicities with 36 percent comprising Hispanic, African-

American, Asian-American and Native American students and 10 percent encompassing international 

students from around the world. In 2010, UHCL was designated as a Hispanic-Serving Institution by 

the Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities. 

More than 2,000 students graduate each academic year from UHCL.

UHCL is accredited by the Commission 
o n  Co l l e g e s  of  t h e  S o u t h e r n 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 
Individual schools and programs 
are accredited by the appropriate 
agencies. 

UHCL has more than 54,000 alumni, 
most of whom live and work in Texas’ 
upper Gulf Coast area. The alumni 
association supports the university 
through endowments, programs and 
events.

T h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’s  n u m e r o u s 
institutes and centers, such as the 
Environmental Institute of Houston, 
Center for Educational Programs, 
Center for Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities, Psychological Services 
Clinic and Center for Advanced 
Management Programs, reflect UHCL’s 
commitment to community service. 

By developing par tnerships in 
the global community, UHCL has 
formed collaborative programs and 
cross-cultural faculty and student 
exchanges in 15 countries. 

UHCL received approval from the state 
in 2011 for downward expansion and 
will welcome its first freshman class 
in fall 2014.
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Leadership
William A. Staples became the fourth president of University 

of Houston-Clear Lake in 1995. During Staples’ 17 years as 

president, UH-Clear Lake has built vital partnerships, developed 

new academic programs and expanded the university’s 

endowment. His leadership has set the stage for key initiatives 

that have taken the UHCL experience beyond the classroom and 

into the community. 

Staples joined UHCL in 1979 as an associate professor of 

marketing and was promoted to professor of marketing in 

1984. Before his presidency, he served the School of Business 

as coordinator, program director, associate dean and dean. 

By serving in various capacities with the university, Staples has gained a deep level of understanding 

about the organization and how it operates. As chief executive officer of UHCL, Staples works closely 

with university constituents including the Community Partners Council, the UHCL Alumni Association 

Executive Council and the Community College Advisory Council. 

As a strong advocate of the university’s shared governance system, Staples serves as chair of the 

University Council, which includes representatives from the Faculty Senate, Professional and 

Administrative Staff Association, Support Staff Association and Student Government Association. 

Staples’ community affiliations include serving on the board of directors for the Bay Area Houston 

Economic Partnership and as a member of the advisory board of Communities In Schools Bay 

Area. Staples served as chairman of the board for the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership in 

2003 and 2004. He has been recognized for his work including being chosen as the recipient of 

the NASA Public Service Medal in 2003, being selected as the 2005 E. A. Smith YMCA Community of 

Stars Gala honoree, honored by the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership with the 2008 Quasar 

Award for Economic Development Excellence and given the 2010 George B. Carlisle Award by the 

Clear Creek Education Foundation.

From 2009 to 2011, Staples served on the board of trustees for the Commission on Colleges of the 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). In 2009, he also served as chair of the board 

of trustees for SACS following his service as vice chair in 2008. 

Staples currently serves on the Board of Advisors for the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement.  

Under Staples’ leadership, scholarship 
endowment funding increased 
significantly, bolstered in 1997 and 
2000 with the two largest endowment-
matching grants in the history of the 
university. The number of endowments 
has increased from 74 in 1999 to 149 
in 2010. 

In 2012, the Corporation for National 
and Community Service announced 
UHCL was named to the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service 
Honor Roll. This is the third time the 
university has received the honor.

U H C L  r e c e i v e d  T h e  Ca r n e g i e 
Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching’s 2008 Community 
Engagement Classification in the 
combined Curricular Engagement and 
Outreach and Partnerships category.

Staples earned a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from 
Drake University in 1970, a master 
of business administration from 
University of Iowa in 1972, and a 
doctorate in business administration 
from University of Houston in 1977.

Highlights

Dr. William A. Staples
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Academics
University of Houston-Clear Lake has earned a reputation as a dynamic force in modern education, 

offering students a close-knit, academic community, enhanced by a global perspective. As a 

partnership-oriented and community-minded university, UH-Clear Lake has developed strong 

relationships in the aerospace, petrochemical and high-tech industries as well as the communities 

it serves. Building strong community partnerships ensures that UHCL graduates are prepared for 

new or changing careers with practical, hands-on experience in their fields. 

As a university committed to its students, UHCL offers unique and innovative programs, including 

systems engineering, social work, healthcare administration and instructional technology. The 

university is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and maintains other 

accreditations for individual schools and programs. 

Rising to the challenge of meeting the average college student’s changing needs, UHCL continues to 

expand and enhance its Web-based and distance learning offerings. These programs offer flexible 

alternatives to accommodate the busy lifestyles of UHCL’s diverse student body. In 2010, UHCL 

Pearland Campus opened, providing further access to high-quality academics for residents of the 

Pearland area.

The School of Business gives students an inside track on building their skills for entry-level and 

managerial positions in the public and private sectors. Emphasis is placed on teamwork, problem 

solving and case study analysis to prepare students for a successful career in a burgeoning global 

community. 

In addition to offering recognized degrees, including the Doctor of Education in Educational 

Leadership, the School of Education provides an extensive range of certification and endorsement 

programs. 

The School of Human Sciences and Humanities provides two interrelated clusters that give students 

the opportunity to study either in a traditional liberal arts humanities program or in a broad-based, 

highly integrated human science curriculum. Nationally recognized professors share innovative 

ideas in a wide range of programs from psychology to studio arts. 

Professional degree programs in all of the popular natural sciences and in state-of-the-art computer 

technology are available through the School of Science and Computer Engineering. Science, math 

and computer labs enable students to become involved in experimental investigation to further their 

understanding of their chosen field of study.

UHCL, one of four universities 
in the University of Houston 
System, serves a student 
population of more than 8,000. 
UHCL offers bachelor’s degrees 
in 39 fields of study, master’s 
degrees in 45 fields of study 
and a Doctor of Education 
in  Educational Leadership, 
in the Schools of Business, 
Education, Human Sciences 
and Humanities, and Science 
and Computer Engineering. 
UHCL offers master’s degree 
programs online in business 
administration, engineering 
management, finance, human 
r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t , 
instructional technology, and 
software engineering. 

In 2010, UHCL signed a joint-
degree agreement with the Texas 
Chiropractic College, blending its 
Master of Science in Fitness and 
Human Performance with TCC’s 
Doctor of Chiropractic degree. 

In fall 2014, UHCL will welcome 
its first ever freshman class. The 
university received approval 
from the state for downward 
expansion, which would allow 
the university to add freshman- 
and sophomore-level courses 
to its roster. 

Highlights
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Research and Grants
Since opening its doors in 1974, University of Houston-Clear Lake has provided advanced education 

programs highlighted by innovative training and research opportunities for students and faculty 

from around the world. 

External research and grant awards support studies, scholarships and training programs that enhance 

the university’s community, education and research initiatives. 

Funded programs address a broad range of issues including environmental concerns, elementary 

and secondary school math, science and writing programs, census statistics and computer science. 

The UHCL School of Education received a $1.5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education 

to provide professional development activities focusing on improving classroom instruction for 

English learners with an emphasis in the areas of mathematics and science. The grant is the work 

of Bilingual and Multicultural Studies Professors Laurie Weaver and Judith Marquez. 

Jane Claes, associate professor of school library and information science, received a $463,857 

award from the Institute of Museum and Library Services’ 2012 Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian 

Program for her proposal, “School Librarian: Early Link to Literacy and Learning.” 

Program Chair of Biotechnology and Associate Professor of Biology and Biotechnology Larry Rohde, 

Lory Santiago-Vasquez, assistant professor of biology and biotechnology, Brian Stephens, assistant 

professor of biotechnology, Sangoon Kang, assistant professor of biology and William Mills, professor 

of biology and chemistry, were awarded a National Science Foundation grant. The $203,660 grant 

was used to purchase an Applied Biosystems 3500Xl 24-capillary DNA Analyzer, which will be 

utilized by UHCL biology and biotechnology faculty and students to research DNA sequencing and 

polymorphism discovery.

As the world opens its doors to new ideas and technologies, UHCL continues to build and maintain 

vital partnerships for conducting basic and applied research that serves the local, national and 

global communities.

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security awarded Assistant Professor 
of Geography Deanna Schmidt a 2012 
Research Fellowship to research 
“Housing Recovery and Resilience: 
Assessing the Constraints and 
Facilitators of Post-Disaster Housing 
Recover y in Vulnerable Coastal 
Communities.”

UHCL’s Biotechnology and Genomics 
Research Facility received a new 
analyzer machine, used for DNA 
sequencing. The Applied Biosystems 
3500xL 24-capillary DNA Genetic was 
purchased with a $203,660 grant from 
the National Science Foundation.

NASA awarded four UHCL School of 
Science and Computer Engineering 
professors with an $86,185 grant 
for their proposal, “Collaboration of 
Graduate and High School Students 
for International Space Station 
Hardware Development Projects.” 
The proposal provides engineering 
project management support for high 
schools and unites the students with 
mentors at NASA. It helps university 
and high school instructors develop 
mentorships with researchers, 
graduate students, high school 
students and NASA. 

Highlights
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Community
University of Houston-Clear Lake has been serving as an academic and community resource for 

the Houston-Galveston metropolitan area for more than three decades. As a partnership-oriented, 

community-minded institution, UH-Clear Lake offers a vast array of programs, opportunities and 

services geared toward helping individuals and families achieve their educational, professional and 

personal goals. 

Community engagement programs earned UHCL a spot on the 2009, 2010 and 2012 President’s 

Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, the highest federal recognition a college or 

university can receive for its commitment to volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement. 

UHCL also was selected for The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching’s 2008 

Community Engagement Classification in the combined Curricular Engagement and Outreach and 

Partnerships category. 

UHCL’s Alfred R. Neumann Library houses the NASA Johnson Space Center History Collection, which 

includes interviews and source documents for NASA-authored histories and chronologies. The library 

created the UHCL Human Space Flight Collection to complement the JSC History Collection and to 

chronicle the Houston area’s involvement in the space industry. 

As one of nearly 20 UHCL institutes, centers and laboratories serving the community, the Center for 

Advanced Management Programs provides professional continuing education through seminars, 

conferences and workshops in a wide variety of fields.

The UHCL Psychological Services Clinic provides affordable counseling for individuals, couples and 

families. Housed within the clinic, UHCL’s Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities provides 

individualized services for children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders. 

UHCL also offers a variety of programs for K-12 students including those offered through the Center 

for Educational Programs. The center provides academic and outreach services to students, schools, 

school districts and members of the community by offering counseling services and tutoring in K-8 

mathematics, reading, writing and study skills. The center’s Kids U summer day camp academies help 

children cultivate an interest in science and technology, math, writing, music, space and archeology. 

Clear Lake Association of Senior Programs offers senior citizens and community friends of all ages a 

variety of programs including the “Visions in Our Midst” speaker series. CLASP provides an informal 

setting to gather and learn about myriad topics ranging from space exploration to homeland security.

UHCL hos ts  an  a r ray  o f 
events including its Clear Lake 
Association of Senior Programs 
activities, an annual Veterans 
Day celebration, art exhibits 
and more.

The Art School for Children 
and Young Adults provides 
art instruction for youth in the 
community and serves as a 
laboratory for observation, 
teaching and research in visual 
art education. 

The UHCL Cultural Arts Series 
brings the performing arts to 
the Bay Area. Each season 
showcases a select ion of 
comedic, musical, classical and 
theatrical performances for the 
whole family. All events are held 
in the UHCL Bayou Theater. 

The university’s foreign language 
program offers classes for 
commun i ty  members  and 
professionals in a variety of 
languages, including Chinese, 
French, German, Japanese, 
Polish, Portuguese, Russian, 
Spanish and Vietnamese.

Highlights
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Distinctions and Milestones
In 2012, the Corporation for National and Community Service announced UHCL was named to the 

President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll. This is the third time the university 

has received the honor, which is the highest federal recognition a college or university can receive 

for its commitment to volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement. 

The Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities has designated UHCL a Hispanic-Serving 

Institution. The HSI designation means that Hispanic students at UHCL make up 25 percent or more 

of the university’s undergraduate enrollment. 

UHCL received approval from the state for downward expansion, which will allow the upper-level 

university to add freshman- and sophomore-level courses to its roster. The university will welcome 

its first freshman class in fall 2014.

UHCL celebrated a major milestone during fall 2009 Commencement ceremonies when it awarded 

its first doctoral degree in Educational Leadership.

UHCL was listed as one of the Top 40 Master’s Institutions in the United States for International 

Student Enrollment in the Institute of International Education’s Open Doors 2010-11 Report on 

International Educational Exchange.

The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching selected UHCL as one of 119 U.S. colleges 

and universities for its 2008 Community Engagement Classification. 

Recognized for its leadership and innovation in teacher education, UHCL was named sole recipient of 

the 2009 Christa McAuliffe Award for Excellence in Teacher Education by the American Association 

of State Colleges and Universities. 

Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education Magazine ranked UHCL in the Top 100 institutions for Hispanics 

based on number of degrees awarded. UHCL’s Master’s degree ranking was 51st.

When fall 2009 graduating students were asked “Will you recommend UHCL to friends and family?” 

92% of respondents said, “Yes.” (Source: UHCL Graduating Student Survey) 

Modern Healthcare named UHCL as the 
#1 “Top Business Graduate School for 
Physician Executives.”

GetEducated.com named UHCL’s online 
MBA program as one of its Top Ten Best 
Buys in AACSB Accredited Online MBAs 
for 2010.

Sta teuniversity.com’s na tional 
rankings for the Top 50 Safest Public 
Colleges and Universities in Texas 
gave UHCL high marks for on-campus 
safety based on crime statistics. UHCL 
ranked as the 2nd safest campus 
in Texas. Nationally, the university 
ranked 17th. 

UHCL reached the 50,000 alumni mark 
during the 2009-10 academic year.

Highlights
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Facilities
A 524-acre natural environment surrounds University of Houston-Clear Lake’s five buildings. The 

campus features picturesque park-like settings with Horsepen Bayou winding through heavily wooded 

areas abundant with wildlife. 

Arbor Building
The Arbor Building features classrooms, educational centers and laboratories, as well as painting, 

ceramics, weaving and photography studios. Recent renovations added more than 30,000 square 

feet in two new wings. The new Arbor South wing features a ceramics studio, wood shop, foundry, 

sculpture classroom and studio and model classroom. The new Arbor North wing includes a 

laboratory, psychology laboratory and clinic, support space for the School  of Education, and a 

1,000-square-foot center for the Center of Autism and Developmental Disabilities.

Bayou Building
Classrooms, administrative and faculty offices, Alfred R. Neumann Library, UHCL Art Gallery, alumni 

and community relations, bookstore, Patio Cafe, computing services and laboratories, copy services, 

mail room, university police and the Bayou Theater can be found in the Bayou Building. 

Central Services Building
The Central Services Building comprises scheduling and space planning, building and grounds 

operations, vehicle maintenance and printing and graphic services. 

Delta Building
Student computer laboratories, computing faculty offices and classrooms find their home in the 

Delta Building.

Student Services and Classroom Building
The Student Services and Classroom Building accommodates five categories of functions including 

academic services, enrollment services, health, wellness and academic support, and programming 

and general space. Enrollment, registration, fee payment, financial aid and scholarship services have 

been consolidated into a one-stop Student Assistance Center located in this building. The Office of 

Student Life, Writing Center, Office of Intercultural and International Students and the Office of the 

Dean of Students and the campus coffee shop, Cappuccino Bono, are located here as well. 

University Forest Apartments
University Forest Apartments is a privately owned and managed apartment complex built in 1995 

on the campus of the university. This 136-unit student housing facility is a two-story complex, which 

includes a central courtyard with clubhouse, laundry facility, swimming pool, Jacuzzi, sand volleyball 

court, barbecue grills and picnic and lounge areas.

In 2011, renovations to the Arbor 
Building were finished. New spaces 
i n c l u d e  a  1 ,0 0 0 - s q u a r e - fo o t 
space for the Center of Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities. 

A Wetlands Area, featuring a boardwalk 
and gazebo, has been created near 
Horsepen Bayou. The area includes 
educational signs identifying bird, 
animal and plant life that live in the 
wetlands.  

More than 518,000 volumes and over 2 
million items in microform are housed 
in the Alfred R. Neumann Library, which 
occupies portions of the second and 
third floors of the Bayou Building. 
The library features a curriculum 
library collection, juvenile collection 
and review center, and university 
archives and special collections, 
such as the Johnson Space Center 
History Collection. 

The Bayou Theater provides a 
premiere performance space for 
the Bay Area. The 500-seat theater 
is home to UHCL’s Cultural Arts Series 
featuring musical, dramatic and 
comedic performances. The facility 
is available for leasing by approved 
groups or organizations. 

Highlights
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